Morocco 

Specially Designed for
The Berger Family and Friends
December 22, 2001 – January 3, 2002 

13 Days Moderate Touring 

 

Brilliantly colorful, and culturally and historically compelling, Morocco has long been one of the world’s great travel destinations. Few nations offer such a stunning variety of scenery. From the white beaches of the Atlantic Coast, to the snowy mountains of the High Atlas, to the valleys of wildflowers and palmy oases perched on the edge of the Sahara, Morocco is a travelers dream. 

This adventure begins in Fez, a medireview city (spiked with thin minarets, famous for its labyrinthine souk, or market), and travels across the High Atlas Mountains, past Berber tribes people, the sand dunes of Merzouga, and Tordra Valley, near the edge of the Sahara. Well pass through the roses valley and arrive in Taroudant, ”little Marrakech” to explore the gloriously turbulent market and ancient walls of this extraordinary city. We’ll end with the trip finale in fabled Marrakech. 

We have handcrafted a trip to visit our favorite haunts, sip mint tea, and take in the immense art and style of Morocco. 

 

Day 1

Saturday, December 22

ARRIVE IN CASABLANCA, MOROCCO, AND FEZ On arrival this morning on Air France flight 2196 at 11:40 am in Casablanca, you clear customs and immigration and proceed to the arrival hall where your National guide, Kahlid Mouzaki, will meet you. Your adventure begins with a drive northeast to storied Fez, Morocco’s first Imperial City, where you’ll check into the famous Hotel Palais Jamai.  

You’ll drive across this spectacular countryside dotted with wild flowers and thousands of orange and lemon trees in bloom. In Meknes, the 18th century capital of Sultan Moulay Ismail, you’ll visit the monumental Bab el Mansour Gate, al Hedim Square, and the royal stables. Following a fine lunch, you’ll continue to the ancient Roman city of Volubilis, which was the Empire's capital for its northwest African provinces. The photo walk among Volubilis’ magnificent 2,000-year-old ruins is outstanding. You’ll return to Fez in time for sunset and dinner reservations are at your hotel. 

Hotel Palais Jamai(L) 

Day 2

Sunday, December 23

FEZ Lord Byron wrote that Fez is “Where all is Eden, or a wilderness,” and the city justifiably considers itself Morocco’s cultural and spiritual capital. In the 1950's, John Gunther, who liked things rather tidy, wrote that “If you like your romance dark, Fez is probably the most romantic city on earth. It might have been dreamed up by Edgar Allan Poe--almost sinister in its secretiveness, a twisted city, warped and closed.”  

“Truly this is a world of a city,” William Lithgow wrote in the early 17th century (in a book with the delightful title Rare Adventures and Painfull Peregrinations). That teeming world is encapsulated in Fez's incredible medina, which you’ll visit today. The medina is a 1000 year-old honeycomb of narrow streets and crowded bazaars, a kind of world archetype of the immensely colorful, eventful marketplace. You’ll also view the enclosures of the King’s local palace, take in the panoramic view from the terrace, and see Kairouyine University which claims to be the world’s oldest institute of higher learning. Tonight dinner reservations at the elegant La Maison Bleue Moroccan Restaurant.  
Hotel Palais Jamai (B,L) 

Day 3

Monday, December 24

FEZ You’ll have a full day of sightseeing in Fez, visiting Borj sud, Karaouin Mosque, Tanneries, Najarine square, Aattarine Merdersa, Safarine Square and lunching at a local restaurant. Today you have made special arrangements for a henna ceremony. After a late afternoon visit to a pottery and mosaic tile factory, tonight’s dinner reservations are at a local favorite, El Ghalia.

Palais Jamai Hotel (B,L) 

Day 4

Tuesday, December 25

ONTO THE SOUTH AND ERFOUD Today you begin your long journey to Erfoud in the south, one of the largest oases in all of Morocco. The village at the foot of Jebel Erfoud was built during French protectorate as a military outpost. This region is famous for its almost one million date palm trees. You arrive late in the day and will stay in a charming kasbah outside of town down a road we will use four wheel-drive vehicles to reach. 

Kasbah Auberge Derkaoua (B,L,D)
Day 5

Wednesday, December 26

SAND DUNES OF MERZOUGA You’ll awake to the sights and sounds of the desert. Explore the crumbling ruins of once grand kasbahs, now half buried by sand. These fortified outposts were for centuries the first signs of civilization for the trans saharian caravans after months of hardship on the open desert. Along this route there will be opportunities to meet and visit with the Tuareg people.  

Especially notable is sijilmassa. Although the crumbling ruins of this legendary destination reveal nothing of its glorious past, it is hard to overestimate the role of sijilmassain in trans- saharian trade. You’ll have a picnic lunch before continuing to explore the area returning to the dunes for the sunset. This magnificent desert, with some dunes rising over 800 ft, offers spectacular vistas. We=ll climb to the top before the sunsets, allowing ourselves to witness first- hand the shifting colors and rippling shadows as the sun moves above the horizon. You end your day at an at the Auberge at the foot of the dunes of Merzouga. Tonight your evening under the stars will be highlighted by Andalousian music. Special Berbere Tented Camp (B,L,D) 

Day 6

Thursday, December 27

ONTO OURZAZATE Early this morning you wake up for sunrise and breakfast in the desert. You’ll then travel in four-wheel drive vehicles back to Erfoud and transfer to your minivan for a scenic drive through Todra and the Dades Valleys. Hugging the lush riverbed are many of Morocco's most scenic kasbahs and ksours and you’ll continue down the Route des Kasbahs, past acres of roses. Arriving in Ouarzazate, you’ll check into the Berbere Palace in time for a late dinner.

Hotel Berbere Palace (B,L,D) 

Day 7

Friday, December 28

TO “LITTLE MARRAKECH”, TAROUDANT After breakfast, you visit the Kasbah Ait Ben Haddou: This celebrated village of Kasbahs is 22 kms west of Ouarzazate. It is a Berber village, which conserves the most impressing ksar of Morocco, as well as the backdrop of famous movies such as "Jewel of the Nile" and "Lawrence of Arabia" and where no change has occurred since the middle ages. Afterwards you’ll drive south through the beautiful countryside near Marrakech and onto Gazelle d’Or for lunch. You will take a leisurely walk through these fragrant groves before continuing to Taroudant. Late this afternoon you can explore an ancient market center in the fertile Sous Valley, famous for its hundreds of acres of lemon and orange groves. You’ll stroll through fruit and vegetable markets and the town=s excellent handicraft bazaar. Tonight’s dinner is at the hotel. 

Palais Salam (B,L,D)
Day 8

Saturday, December 29

TAROUDANT TO MARRAKECH Today you’ll set your sights on Marrakech. Ogden Nash wrote that “The bus to Marrakech, Morocco traverses landscapes simply socko.” You’ll drive through the city gate of red-ochre colored Marrakech, Pearl of the South, in late afternoon. Osbert Sitwell wrote admiringly of this fabled city, “in many respects the ideal African city of water-lawns, cool, pillared palaces and orange groves, situated in a superb oasis between two snow-capped ranges.” 

On arrival you’ll check into your hotel a fifteen-minute drive from the Marrakech. From its commanding hilltop position the newly opened Kasbah Agafay is a dramatic tribute to Morocco's architectural heritage. In December 2000, this prestigious, luxury hotel opened following an intensive three-year restoration program. Once a derelict 150-year old hilltop fort owned by a local holy man, the Kasbah Agafay has been transformed into a striking landmark by its visionary owner and international interior designer, Abel Damoussi, with the help of Moroccan architecture specialist Quintin Willbaux. Together, they painstakingly restored the traditional Berber mud fort to its former glory. Enhanced by stunning 360° panoramic views over olives groves, desert hills and the snow-capped Altas mountains, the Kasbah Agafay is a stunning and exclusive retreat where individual, but unobtrusive service and attention to detail are paramount. Within its massive ramparts, 13 stylish, individually-designed and spacious suites feature open fireplaces and central heating, and are decorated with a selective blend of traditional hand-crafted items with a contemporary twist. You'll also enjoy, wonderfully-comfortable beds, mosaiced en-suite bathrooms and antique doors opening onto one of five riad-style courtyards complete with a tinkling, rose petal-filled fountain. There is a large mosaic-tiled swimming pool, tennis court, terraced gardens, a traditional hammam (Turkish bath house) and a meditation cave. 

Lunch in a lovely garden at Le Piax. This afternoon you’ll visit Jardin Majorelle, the private gardens of Yves St. Laurent and the designer's private Islamic art museum. Tonight=s dinner reservations at Le Tobsil, one of the hot spots for nouvelle-Moroccan cuisine. Dinner usually includes a performance by Gnaouas, the resident band, who plays contemporary North African music.

Kasbah Agafay (B,L) 

Day 9

Sunday, December 30

MARRAKECH After a delicious breakfast of fresh fruits, eggs and homemade breads, you=ll set off to the Bahai Palace, noted for its Moorish-Andalusian architecture and the late 16th century necropolis of the Saadians. We’ll also try to arrange a special visit to the private collection of Bert Flint, a renowned collector of Moroccan handicrafts (We are not able be guarantee a view of the Bert Flint collection, but will do all possible), after taking a look at the superb Dar Si Said Palace Museum of Moroccan Arts. Lunch at les Cepages. 

In the late afternoon, you’ll have a visual extravaganza – Marrakech’s vast souk, a maze of reed-covered alleyways full of wonderful handicrafts. You’ll follow a labyrinth path into the three-ring circus of the city’s main square, the Djemaa-el-Fna. One visitor wrote that “Almost without warning in late afternoon, the curtain goes up on one of the world’s most fascinating and bizarre spectacles...rows upon rows of open-air food stalls are set up and mouth-watering aromas quickly fill the square. Jugglers, storytellers, snake charmers, magicians, and acrobats [appear]...the medireview pageant presents its nightly cornucopia of delights. Breughel would have had a field day here. Reservation this evening at Yacout, a private 18th century house in the Medina. It is now one of the great restaurants of the world. (Make sure to visit the roof top bar for a cool drink before dinner).

Kasbah Agafay (B,L) 

Day 10

Monday, December 31

MARRAKECH The morning is free to return to the souk, relax by the pool, or perhaps take a horse drawn carriage through La Palmerie, a date palm oasis on the outskirts of Marrakech. Many European families, including the Rothschilds and Hermes’, have winter villas here. Lunch will be at I’Amendie. In the afternoon, your excursion is followed by a special New Year’s dinner at Kasbah Agafay 

Kahbah Agafay (B,L,D) 

Days 11 & 12

Tuesday, January 1 & Wednesday, January 2

MARRAKECH These days are not scheduled and you are free to visit whatever sights you’d like. Please feel free to discuss your interests with your guide. We can arrange for your group to spend a night in a traditional Berber tent sumptuously furnished with traditional Moroccan antiques and textiles, and an en-suite bathroom. January 1st dinner reservations have been confirmed at la Rotonda and January 2 dinner reservations are confirmed at Dar Moha.

Kahbah Agafay (B,L) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 13

Thursday, January 3

MARRAKECH TO CASABLANCA AND ONWARD Today Susie, Lewis, Marsha and Kevin will transfer to the Marrakech Airport and depart on Royal Air Moroc flight 400 at 6:45 am, arriving at the Casablanca Airport at 7:25 am in time to connect on your Air France flight 2197 at 12:40 pm to Paris-Charles de Gaulle. (Anne, Mark, and John are traveling on their own to the Ivory Coast.)
En Route (B) 

*** 

 

Included in Land Cost 

· All accommodations as specified on this itinerary or similar 

· Meals as noted in the itinerary or similar 

· Mineral water and soft drinks with lunch and dinner (except in Fez and Marrakech) 

· Sightseeing and entrance fees as noted including a special henna ceremony 

· Service charges and taxes, and porterage at airports and hotels of a maximum of two bags per person 

· All ground transportation within Morocco in private air-conditioned vehicle, as noted in the itinerary 

· Services of a expert National Guide 

· Geographic Expeditions' Medical and Accident Insurance and Assistance Plan. 

 

 

Not Included in Land Cost 

· Round trip international airfare 

· Domestic airfare (Marrakech to Casablanca) 

· En route hotels, meals, airport transfers, ground arrangements, or other services 

· Meals not noted in the itinerary (Dinners in Fez and Marrakech) 

· Passport & visa fees 

· Trip Leader, driver, hotel and camp staff gratuities 

· Items of a personal nature such as alcoholic beverages including beer and wine at meals, laundry, telephone, and fax charges, etc. 

· Airport departure taxes if applicable 

· Trip cancellation, travel delay or baggage insurance. (Note: This optional coverage is highly recommended and can be purchased through Geographic Expeditions.) 

· Charges incurred as a result of delays beyond Geographic Expeditions= control. 

 

 

Trip Grade
This trip is graded Moderate Touring. Hotels used are first class wherever possible. As anywhere, arrangements cannot always be guaranteed to operate exactly as scheduled, and are subject to change due to weather, security, flight schedule changes, or other factors beyond Geographic Expeditions= control. Roads are good. Service is polite and friendly, if not occasionally flawless. Power outages can occur. An adventurous spirit, open mind and sense of humor are always an essential element to travel in non-Western regions. 

Refunds for Unused Portions of Trip
No refunds can be made for any accommodations, services, or features not taken. If cancellation occurs while the trip is in progress, there will be no refund for any unused portion. 
Cancellation Policy
If you cancel your trip, the following charges apply: non-refundable cancellation charge - $400; 61-90 days before departure - 50% of the land cost; 30 days before departure - no refund.  

***IMPORTANT NOTE***
While we endeavor to make the itinerary as accurate as possible, it should be considered as a approximate schedule of activities rather than a rigid schedule of events. Trip itineraries are subject to revision due to weather, trail conditions, government restrictions and other reasons beyond our control. In addition, frequent reconnaissance of routes sometimes determines a better routing - we do our best to ascertain that the most beautiful and best route possible is taken into the area. Terms and Conditions of this trip are contained in the Travelers Information section of the catalogue and on the Limitation of Liability on the trip application.  
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